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Jnaide the Visio
Wornld off Qeaa

“You can’t reinvent without healing; you
can’t heal without remembering,” Pirzad
reflects. “All three need each other to
exist, and they exist in my works.”

For Qeas Pirzad, “home” is not a coordinate
on a map. It is wherever he is living and
breathing—a portable sanctuary shaped
through memory and creative expression.
In today’s contemporary art scene, Qeas
Pirzad stands out for the way his work
carries both a strong sense of heritage and
a clear personal vision. Based in Berlin
but inhabiting a far wider imaginative
world, he describes himself not as a soli-
tary creator but as “an amalgamation of
my ancestors.” It is a grounded admission
for an artist whose work often feels as
though it has been drawn from a cosmic
memory.

Born and raised in the Netherlands to
immigrant parents, Pirzad’s perception of
reality developed within what he calls the
“grey space.” At home, the air was filled
with the Dari language and Afghanistan
heritage; outside, the rhythmic pulse of
Western culture dominated. Navigating a
world where he felt “not Western enough”
for Europe and “not Afghanistani
enough” for his homeland, Pirzad
eventually realised that if he could
not find a world that fit him, he would
have to imagine one into existence.
Although he has never physically lived in
Afghanistan, the country remains the
heartbeat of his practice. His connection
to it is not defined by geography or a pass-
port, but by a deep intellectual and spiri-
tual engagement. By immersing himself
in the history, stories, and artistic tradi-

Pigad

in the history, stories, and artistic tradi-
tions of his lineage, Pirzad has reclaimed
a heritage that transcends borders.
Pirzad’s artistic practice is notably fluid,
moving between painting, digital collage,
sculpture, and poetry. Yet he does not see
himself as the one directing these choices.
Instead, he speaks of ideas as entities that
choose their form through him.

Each work begins with a written inten-
tion—a linguistic foundation he can
return to if the emotional direction of a
piece becomes unclear. From there, he
meditates on the words until they evolve
into a visual form. The striking, saturated
palette that often defines his work—deep
blues and intense reds—reflects these
internal visions. They are colours from his
mental landscape, translated into the
physical world.



During the period when the Taliban
were taking control of district after
district in Afghanistan, Pirzad
came across a video of women in
Firuzkuh, in the province of Ghor.
In the footage, they marched with
weapons in their arms, chanting
that they would not surrender their
land or their country.

Moved by their courage, Pirzad created
a digital collage to amplify their voices
through his art.

To this day, proceeds from the sale
of the piece are donated to charities
supporting Afghan women and
girls. The print is available on his
page, “StraightFromJupiter,”
alongside many other works.

Pirzad’s work also reflects the way
Afghanistan's cultural traditions can
connect with contemporary
conversations around gender
and identity. He often refers to the
openness found in the region’s liter-
ature, pointing to the poetry of Rumi
and the writings of Zahiruddin Mu-
hammad Babur as reminders that
ideas of love and identity have long
been more expansive than many
assume.

“If God is the creator of all,” Pirzad
says, “then the same God created
me, you, and every other person, in
whatever form that may be.”

This understanding became
especially clear to him when he
was 22. Looking at himself in the
mirror, he realised he did not need
to search for who he was. He was
already there—he simply had to
remove the layers that never truly
belonged to him.



This is one of Pirzad’s favourite
paintings created to date. The
work captures the moment when
a person first begins to envision
their future—forming a clear
image of what life might look like
in its most ideal form.

The painting reflects the act of
imagining every detail of that
future: how it feels, how it
smells, and the environment that
surrounds it. By visualising life
so vividly, Pirzad suggests that
one becomes better able to recognise
what is truly meant for them when it
eventually crosses their path.

Pirzad’s practice is famously fluid,
moving between painting, digital
collage, sculpture, and poetry. Yet,
he doesn't view himself as the one
"in charge" of these choices. Instead,
he speaks of ideas as entities that
choose to take form through him.
Every work begins with a written
intention—a linguistic foundation
that he can return to if he ever loses
the "feeling" of a piece. From there,
he meditates on the words until they
manifest as a vision. The striking,
saturated palette—dominated by
deep blues and intense reds—are a
literal snapshot of these internal
visions. They are the colours of his
mental landscape, translated for the

physical world.
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